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Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Comrades, '

Dear Friends,

It is my great honour and pleasure to welcome you,
the eminent personalities gathered in the InterAction Council, most
sincerely, on behalf of the Presidency of the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia and to wish you success in your work zand a

pleasant stay at Brioni.

Some of you were President Tito s guests on this
island which for years was the place of fruitful exchanges of views
and ideas between statesmen, aimed at securing peace in the world,
developing an equitable cooperation and more just international
relations. It was here that the co-founders of the non-azligned po-
licy, Tito, Nehru and Nasser, expressing the aspiration of mankind
for peace and freedom, jointly concluded already in 1956 that peace
cannot be achieved by dividing the world into powerful blocs of
countries, but by eqﬁitable cooperation in accordance with the prin-
ciples of peaceful coexistence, as well as by ending the domination
of one country over another. On this basis evolved the policy of
non-alignment and the non-aligned movement, which in the meantime
has grown into a strong and active independent force on the inter-

national scene and pointed, by its pclitical and economic programme,
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to the right solutions of the accurulated problems in accordance wit

the needs and demands of our time.

Unfortunately, the constant deterioration of inter-
national politieal and economic relations we have been witness to
in recent years increasingly threatens international cooperaticon

and world peace and security. The deterioration of the international



situation at this moment is nearing the critical point when, despite
the recognition of a dramatic denocuement, the real possibility and
ways of stopping the deterioration, of protecting mankind and en-
couraging the superpowers in particular, to revive detente and
forgo the road of confrontation, appear to be blurred. The deep
crisis has been brought about primarily by bloc rivalry, the use
of force and interference, failure to solve hotbeds of crisis and
other pressing problems, as well as by the arms race, world econo-
mic crisis and the widening gap between developed and developing
countries. Violations of the rights of peoples to decide on their
own destiny and the social systems of their countries, and new forms
of political and economic domination are beconing ever more frequent.
Negotiations are stalled and superseded by competition and threats.
Instead of greater security and stability , the risk of self-annihi-

lation is increasing.

We are therefore faced today with the most urgent task
of seeking a way out of such a state of affairs and of creating con-
ditions which will lead to a more lasting and universal detente through
the restoration of confidence and the solution of problems based on
the respect for equality, freedom of each country to decide on its
own developzent, differing interests and an equitable participation
of all countries. Welcome in these efforts isany initiative and pro-
posal, which should be received in the sare spirit of goodwill in

which they are submitted.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Friends,

We are living in a world of growing interdependence,
of great shifts and changes, including a rzpid techrnological de-
velopment which affect all spheres of life. They serve as new
foundations for the future development whizh will determine the po-

sition of individual countries as well as ~ur common destiny.

Unless the developing countries find their place
in this process, the existing gap between <ne developed and deve-

loping world will further deepen and bring about more adverse



political, social and economic consequences for the whole world.

The most pressing problem in the present inter-
national relations is the critical situation of developing coun-
tries. Even though the causes and possible consequences of such
a situation are well known today, the fact that nothing is being

done to change it is untenable.

The least developed countries are in an extremely
difficult situation and their specific problems call for a greater
solidarity of the international community and its urgent engagemnent
and assistance which has already been decided upon by the United

Nations and other international fora.

The hopes that joint efforts of all countries will
solve the fundamental problems of the world economnic relations
through negotiations have not yet materialized. For a number of
years now the negotiations have been conpletely stalled, despite
all the efforts of the non-aligned movement and the Group of 77,
as well as of numerous developed countries and various interna-
tional governmental and non-governunental bodies. The situation
in the developing countries continues to deteriorate dranatically
and threatens not only to check the process of their developzent
with dangerous social upheavals, but also to endanger the econo-
pic recovery of the developed countries which is underway, but

is not yet certain.

Therefore, the problem you are to tackle in your
actions and endeavours are of the greatest importance and should
be in the centre of the activities of the international conmuni-

ty.

Debts have become today the priority issue in the
world econonic relations. They threaten most seriously not only
the economnis of a large number of developing countries, but also
the entire international monetary and financial systed. and bring

into question the process of world reproduction in general, if



the present unsustainable trend of borrowing is continued. At its
first session your Council warned of the drama of this situation.
Unfortunately, the problens are left unsolved and are worsening.
What encourages, however, is the growing awareness that the respon-
sibility for such a situation does not rest upon the debtors alone
but also upon the creditors, and that they should jointly seek so-
lutions to this extrenely grave and pressing problem of the

present-day world.

Solutions can be found only within the franework
of broader international econonic relations taking into account both
the interest of the creditors and the long-term developnent needs
of the debtors the developing countries. For only bv ensuring a
further econonic growth of the developing countries it would be
possible to solve the problen of indebtednsss. To this end, in
addition to the enoramous efforts mnade by the developing countries
thenselves -and ny country, anong then, bty the adoption znd inple-
pentation of a long-tern progranne of econonic stabilization - it
is necessary to secure a greater access to the markets cf the de-
veloped countries for the products fron the developing ones and
an adequate flow of financial resources fcr developrent. It is e-
vident that debtor countries must adjust their econcnicz and develop-
nent policies. This, however, should be acconpanied by corrasponding
changes and adjustzents of outside factors, in order not to impede
the further developmnent of developing countries. It iz therasfore
necessary to find a way to check the process of the rsal oubflow

of capital from developing to developed ccuntries.

The economnic recovery in the developed countries
alone is in itself insufficient to spark ¢If the resclution of the
problens of the developing countries. We know that ths =cononic gap

between the developed and developing countries widensd sven at the
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tine when the econonies of the developed ccuntries wers in full ex-

pansion. The systen which reproduces and Z=sespenes eccncnic dispari-



ties and intensifies polarizatioa is still prevaleat in the
world. Accordingly, there still remains the inperative of the
establishrnent of new internatiocnal econonic relations and a

nore just order.

Great scientific and technological achievenents
offer real possibilities for a comnmnon progress. However, this is
being preveated by deeply rooted egoisms and feaciang-ia. It is
our duty to raise ourselves abcve that and to seek together a
way out of the preoblemwe are all faced with. International de-
veloprnent cooperation is an objective aecessity of our tine. The
problens of the conteanporary world call for joint actions aand so-
lutions. It is obvious that developing countries alone carnnot
change their highly uafavourable position ia international eco-
aonic relations. But, there is also no doubt that, with the exi-
sting econonic relations, the developed countries caanot easure
a sustained and dynamic rate of growth, and thereby a harnoaized
developreat of the world ecoaony which is ia the ianterest of

peace, security and geaneral progress.

Much has been said about the solution of the accu-
nulated probleans. However, little, much too little, has actually
beea doane. Adnittedly, there have been aunerous iaitiatives aad
useful proposals, such us the one on coaveaing a new interaational
nonetary coafereance. But we also aeed anew ways out of this diffi-
cult situation we are faced with today, iacluding inevitable
changes of the preseat ianternational relatioas and the lauaching
of the global negatiotions within the franework of the Uaited
Nations. An agreement onther soonest possible lauaching would
reflect the readiness to address the world econcric and noanetary
problens, the readiness to cooperate ianternationally on an egqual
footing. Thus, a new way would be opeaned to a broader dialogue on
the esseatial problems of the preseat-day world that would give zan

impetus to the developeneat processes in the developing couantries.

In the end, I would like to recall that aumnercus



neetings and talks anong statesmen on this island were inbued
with the aspirations towards peace and a better futurse of the
world. Your activities have also beea inspired by the samne zaspi-

ration, and I an coafideat that your rich experieace, reputation
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and iafluence can reander a sigaificaat coatribution to the effort
of the iateranational comminity ia geaeral to safeguard aad strengthen
peace-and to briag about a pore rapid developneat, progress aad nore
hunane international relations. I wish you nuch success ia your de-

liberatioas.



