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Introduction

“Five Years from International Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and
Development (ICPPD) — eclaration of Parliamentarians on Population and
Development* is a collection of declarations and resolutions adopted at seven
international and regional conferences organized at the initiative of Asian Forum of
Parliamentarians on Population and Development. The ICPPD had brought together
to Cairo, Egypt three hundred legislators from 117 countries on the eve of the
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in 1994.

Many of the seven conferences were convened for the purposes of presenting to the
intergovernmental conferences held under the auspices of the United Nations
proposals which were originally adopted in the form of declarations at our conferences
after thorough deliberations on the subjects. Specifically they were; Cairo Declaration
adopted in September 1994 at ICPPD held in conjunction with the ICPD, Copenhagen
Declaration adopted at the International Meeting of Parliamentarians on Population
and Social Development (IMPPSD) for presentation at the World Summit on Social
Development (WSSD) in March 1995, Tokyo Declaration adopted at the International
Meeting of Parliamentarians on Gender, Population and Development (IMPGPD) for
presentation at the Fourth World Conference on Women (FWCW) held in September
of the same year, AFPPD Statement adopted at the AFPPD Special Steering
Committee on Food Security and Population for presentation at the 23rd Food and
Agricultural Organization (FAO) Asia Pacific General Meeting in June 1996 and
Geneva Declaration adopted at the International Meeting of Parliamentarians on Food
Security, Population and Development for presentation at the FAO World Food
Summit (WFS) held in November 1996.

In addition, Manila Resolution was adopted at the 12th Asian Population and
Development Association (APDA) Representatives Conference on Population and
Development adopted in February 1996 representing a compilation of commitment of
Asian parliamentarians on population and women issues. Canberra Declaration was
adopted in September 1996 at the 5th Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population



and Development representing views on Food security and population in Asia. Forum

General Meeting

These conferences were fully supported by the United Nations Fund for Population
(UNFPA) while Japanese parliamentarians took the initiative in to convene
conferences and prepare resolutions. Honorable Shin Sakurauchi, Member of the
House of Representatives, Japan and Chairman of AFPPD served as the chairman for
most of the steering committee meetings of the conferences and played a pivotal role.
Asian Population and Development Association acted as the secretariat ensuring the

success of the meetings.

These declarations and resolutions were prepared by the drafting committees
composed of the parliamentarians and authoritative experts in the field who gathered
from around the world often working late into nights to ensure successful adoption at

the conferences.

Declarations and resolutions compiled in this book cover broad range of fields related
to population and development as they were intended for presentation at United
Nations intergovernmental conferences held consecutively since 1994. These
declarations and resolutions represent the wisdom and consensus among more than
600 total number of participating legislators from no less than 200 countries of the
world. In other words they were presented to the intergovernmental conferences in
the name of democratically elected legislators as representing their consensus after

free and earnest deliberations.

These declarations indicate substantive and sincere commitments, taking into
consideration future insights, to pressing global issues such as population, social
development, gender and food. While declarations and resolutions, unlike agreements
and conventions signed between national governments, do not have the power to
legally bind or enforce they have a unique value and authority as propositions adopted
by elected representatives of the peoples. It is urgently hoped that these propositions
are fully considered and reflected in national policies and intergovernmental

agreements.



The series of legislators meetings did not stop at drafting declarations compiled in this
document. They were participated by a large number of participants from not just the
Asian region but also from Africa, Arab world and Latin America. As a concrete result
of the commitment of legislators from Africa and Arab world, Forum of African and
Arab Parliamentarians on Population and Development (FAAPPD) was established in
a region where no independent regional parliamentary organization on population and
development existed.

Participation from regions, not limited to Africa and the Arab world, which suffer from
regional conflicts that are major global issues in the wake of the cold-war, is extremely
significant in terms of building world peace and in grappling with common and urgent
issues of population, environment and sustainable development.

As global interdependence increases the intrinsic importance of population problem

only raises as it remains at the root of all global issues.

It is our ardent wish that the booklet will contribute to the resolution of population,
development and other global issues.

The Asian Population and Development Association
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CAIRO DECLARATION
ON
POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

1 We, the Parliamentarians meeting in Cairo, Egypt, on 34 September 1994, at the
International Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and Development, to discuss
the issues of population and development on the eve of the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD), issue the following declaration:

2 We welcome the Cairo Conference as a manifestation of the variety of human cultures and
traditions. Despite differences in beliefs and customs, we are of the view that leaders and
peoples of the world should help bring about universal harmony and cooperation.

Parliamentarians have a major role to play in this regard.

3 We therefore attach great importance to a successful outcome of the International
Conference on Population and Development, which comes at a pivotal time in the
development of partnerships for global strategies identified in the series of United Nations
conferences on environment, human rights, social development, and the role of women.
‘We support the strategy of fully integrating population issues into all development planning
policies and programmes. We therefore call on representatives to the ICPD to reach a
consensus on the Programme of Action of the ICPD.

Population and Sustainable Development

4 Parliamentarians the world over have long recognized the delicate balance between
population and natural resources. We believe that the population issue should be seen not
in isolation, but within the larger context of sustainable development of the planet for the
betterment of humankind: economic activity that increases the quality of life for all people
through curbing excessive consumption and generating productive growth; alleviating
poverty; achieving sustainable agricultural and industrial production, energy and natural

resources in harmony with the environment; and improving health care and the quality of,
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and access to, education. Actions we take now to overcome the population and
development problems of today will decide the future course of humankind. Resolution of
such problems is essential to assuring dignity of all human beings. In addition, formulation
of new and wide-ranging economic policies supportive of sustainable development, and

initiation of international agreements based on such policies and approaches are essential.

Reproductive Health and Family Planning

5

We welcome the approach that places family planning in the broader framework of
reproductive health care. We urge all national governments to make responsible efforts to
resolve their population issues in a way that respects their own national and cultural
identity, values and tradition. We therefore commit ourselves, as elected representatives of
the people, to do our utmost to remove all remaining barriers in our countries that inhibit
access to family planning services, information and education, as well as to help support
the provision of reproductive health and family planning services as widely as possible. We
further urge Governments to ensure that all population and development policies and

programmes in our countries safeguard internationally recognized human rights.

We acknowledge the fact that abortions constitute a major public health concern for
women all over the world. Since the use of family planning methods may prevent the
prevalence of unplanned pregnancies, we call upon all national Governments to reduce the
need for abortion by providing universal access to family planning information and

services.

Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women

7 The empowerment of women and the improvement of their political, social, economic and

14

health status are highly important ends in themselves. We further believe that human
development cannot be sustained unless women are guaranteed equal rights and equal
status with men. In this process women should be seen not merely as the beneficiaries of

change but as the agents of change as well. This entails an enhancement of their own



gender awareness. We believe that education is the single most important element on the
road to equality and empowerment of women. Education should also aim at eliminating
negative gender stereotypes in order to improve the status of women, with a view to
achieve cooperation and partnership between men and women. We therefore strongly
support the education goals set forth in the ICPD Programme of Action as adopted in
Cairo, and commit ourselves to removing all legal, social and cultural barriers in our
countries that discriminate against women and prevent their full participation in society,
including in public and political life. We call upon legislators all over the world to join us in
our efforts to empower women as a matter of national priority, and we call upon

Governments to enforce legislation in this respect.

Health and Mortality

8 Despite some improvements in human life expectancy, preventable and treatable illnesses
are still the leading killers of young children and women. There remains at least half a
million women dying annually from the complications of pregnancy and child-birth and
99.5% of these maternal deaths occur in developing countries. Large numbers of people
remain at risk from infectious, parasitic and respiratory diseases. HIV/AIDS is the cause
of a high incidence of deaths. Therefore the targeting of financial resources, particularly
from donor countries, to these vulnerable groups is urgently needed to focus on reducing
child and maternal mortality rates.

9 We therefore support the right of all people to have access to primary health care by the
end of the current decade and pledge to work to reduce the disparities in health conditions
and mortality risks between and within countries as detailed in the goals contained in the
Programme of Action.

Resource Mobilization

10 The quality and success of population and development programmes depend, to a

considerable extent, on how strategically a country allocates its resources among various

15



sectors. This in turn depends on the social, political, economic and cultural realities of the
country and its population policy and programme priorities. We accept the responsibility
as elected representatives of the people to translate public support for population and
development activities into the most beneficial distribution of budgetary, human and
administrative resources. We take note of the strong international consensus on the need
to mobilize significant domestic and external financial resources and endorse the
estimated resource requirements set forth in the draft Programme of Action. Additional
resources to population and development programmes should be made available by

shifting resources, especially from defense expenditures.

11 We therefore pledge to work to enact legislation to increase domestic funding for

population and development programmes, as appropriate, and call upon the international
community to provide the resources required to implement activities to reach the goals
and objectives of the Programme of Action. At the same time, efficient use of existing
resources is also important and should be pursued through such measures as
decentralization, peoples’ participation, a focus on target groups and an increase of national

capacities.

Call to Action

12 Given our role in the civil society as representatives of people, we parliamentarians are

16

uniquely placed to implement the ICPD Programme of Action, as adopted at Cairo, at the
national and subnational level and to introduce a new concern for the planet and for
humankind for the pursuit of national policies of our governments. We call on

parliamentarians everywhere to:

-enact legislation to enable Governments to formulate and implement national population
policies and programmes specifically, improvement of the legal, social, economic and
cultural status of women;

-appeal to Governments which have not done so to sign the Convention on the Elimination

of Discrimination against Women, to have their parliaments ratify the convention and to



monitor its implementation;

-establish mechanisms for parliamentarians to monitor and evaluate such policies and

programmes on population;

-approve budgetary provisions to increase financial resources allocated to the
implementation of population policies and programmes, and to enact legislation in support

of such provisions;

-generate public support among constituents for the mobilization and allocation of
domestic resources to support national population and development policies and

programmes;

-create greater awareness among policy makers and the general public about population

and development issues, within the global context of sustainable development;
-promote the active participation of local governments, community groups and non-
governmental organizations, especially women’s groups, in implementing the Programme

of Action as adopted at the Cairo Conference;

-establish and/or strengthen, at subnational, national, regional and global levels,

parliamentary committees on population and development;
-promote and expand cooperation among parliamentarians around the globe in the field of
population and sustainable development.

From Commitment to Action

13 We hereby pledge to translate our personal commitment into political action as set forth in

this Declaration, both in our national legislatures and elsewhere, as appropriate, and to

encourage others to join us in meeting this urgent challenge.
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Copenhagen Statement

on
Population and Social Development

We, the parliamentarians attending the International Meeting of Parliamentarians on
Population and Social Development (IMPPSD), held in Copenhagen, Denmark, on 4 and 5
March 1995, in addressing ourselves to the interrelated issues of population and social
development,

-Recognize that the World Summit for Social Development is an integral part of the
development dialogue currently under way in the series of major international conferences
either taking place or having taken place, including, inter alia, the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development, the International Conference on

Population and Development, and the Fourth World Conference on Women;

-Recognize further, in this regard, that population, sustained economic growth, social
development, sustainable development, security and peace are interdependent and
mutually reinforcing, as are efforts to slow down rapid population growth, eradicate
poverty, protect the environment, create jobs and reduce unemployment, and promote
social integration whereby all people, and in particular women, as well as people with
disabilities, participate equally and fully in all spheres of social, cultural, economic and
political life;

-Accept therefore the responsibility to support legislative initiatives, demonstrate political
will, and help mobilize government and public support to address these interdependent

and mutually reinforcing issues;

-Acknowledge that social development is primarily a national responsibility, one requiring

individual and societal action as well as international commitment;

-Note with concern that poverty, illiteracy, unemployment, ethnic and other conflicts and
social disintegration continue to afflict many countries and are disproportionately affecting
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women and children;

-Recognize that servicing of debt and lack of easy access to external markets by developing
countries and by former socialist countries in transition are contributing to the persistence

of poverty; and thus urge the international community to review their policies in this

regard;

-Recognize further the importance of achieving sustainable agricultural production,
including food self-sufficiency wherever appropriate;

-Acknowledge the need to create a social and economic environment that permits and
promotes a more equitable access for all people to employment, income, food security,

water and sanitation, resources, and social services;

-Acknowledge further that humankind is confronted with global issues such as, inter alia,
international migration, the impact of the development process on the environment, and
international drug trafficking, the root causes of which need to be addressed through
international understanding and collaboration at all levels;

-Acknowledge also, in this regard, the need to promote universal access to education and
to health-care services, including reproductive health-care and family planning services,
and to promote equal partnership between men and women in the family, in the economy,

and in society;

-Affirm the need to re-orient national budgets and national priorities to address the basic
needs of people and to reduce inequities between and among them; affirm further that the
20/20 principle concerning social development is a useful concept in the fight against

poverty and in development cooperation.

-Affirm also the unique and important role of parliamentarians in this respect and,
correspondingly, the need to develop networks among parliamentarians at the national,
regional and interregional levels, not only to create awareness and understanding of the

interdependence of social and economic issues, but also to exchange experiences and to



enhance and expand cooperation in addressing such issues;

-Emphasize, in this context, the importance of building up national capacity, both
governmental and non- governmental, to establish a people-centered framework for social
development and to respond to the material and spiritual needs of all individuals, and in this
regard, of promoting national and international cooperation, and in particular South-South

cooperation;

-Emphasize further that empowerment of women and creation of easy and equal access for
women to education, health, employment, political participation, assets and credit, etc., are
fundamental in seeking a lasting solution to the interrelated issues of sustainable

development, sustained economic growth, social development and population.

We therefore declare our firm commitment to implement the actions set forth in the
Programme of Action once adopted at the World Summit for Social Development, particularly
those related to the principles and objectives of the Programme of Action adopted at the
International Conference on Population and Development, and call upon parliamentarians
everywhere to redouble their efforts to secure the necessary resources to implement the
activities set forth in both programmes of action. In this regard, countries should strive to
achieve the fulfillment of the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product (GNP) for
overall Official Development Assistance, as soon as possible and are invited to examine further

their priorities of distribution to achieve the maximum benefit to developing countries.
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TOKYO DECLARATION
On
Gender, Population and Development

We, the parliamentarians from 57 countries attending the International Meeting of
Parliamentarians on Gender, Population and Development, in Tokyo, ]épan, on 31 August and
1 September 1995, in addressing ourselves to the issues before the Fourth World Conference
on Women (FWCW),

1. Affirm the unique and important role of parliamentarians in ensuring adequate attention to
gender, population and development issues and, correspondingly, recognize the need to
develop networks among parliamentarians at the national, regional and interregional levels
to strengthen exchange and cooperation;

2. Affirm our belief that equitable and universal access to education and reproductive health
and rights, including sexual health and rights, are a pre-requisite for improving the living
conditions of all individuals, including adolescents, and for empowering women and

promoting their advancement;

3. Note that some improvements have occurred in the situation of women worldwide in
education and health since the Third World Conference on Women in Nairobi, Kenya, in
1985, although the pace of progress has been uneven between and within regions and

countries;

4. Recognize the major challenges that still lie ahead and the unacceptable conditions in
which many women, particularly in rural and peri-urban communities, still find themselves
as the result of the increasing feminization of poverty in developing countries and among

certain segments of the population in developed countries;

5. Recognize also that women and children suffer first and foremost under conditions of war
and civil strife and stress that there can be no equality or development without peace and

justice;
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10.

11.

12.

Emphasize that the human rights of women and the girl child are an inalienable, integral
and indivisible part of universal human rights and fundamental freedoms, as set forth in
the Vienna Human Rights Declaration and Programme of Action;

Emphasize further, in this regard, that culture and religion should be interpreted and acted

upon in such a way as to promote the human rights of women and the girl child;

Recognize that the FWCW is an integral part of a series of major United Nations
international conferences that have taken place or are planned in the near future, including
the Conference on Environment and Development, the World Conference on Human
Rights, the International Conference on Population and Development, the World Summit
for Social Development and Habitat II, to find global solutions to development problems
including those relating to gender;

Recognize also the critical importance of the FWCW in providing forward-looking goals
and strategies that will aim at guaranteeing women equal rights and equal status with men
and ensure that women are seen as agents of change since human development cannot be

achieved unless women are assured these rights and status;

Recognize further that the empowerment of women and the creation of full and equal
access for women to education that is relevant and necessary to their empowerment, to
health, to employment, to political participation, and to economic resources, in particular,
credit, land ownership and property rights, are fundamental in seeking a lasting solution to
the interrelated issues of population, sustainable development and sustained economic
growth;

Attach value to women’s work, both inside and outside the home, and stress that women
should receive equal pay for equal work and equal support within trade unions and other

groups in the organized sector;

Emphasize the important role and experience of non-governmental organizations,
including women’s non-governmental organizations, in the design and implementation of

population and development programmes;



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Note with concern that the low economic and social status of women has a negative impact
on their quality of life and that of their families and on their health, especially their
reproductive and sexual health and rights;

Emphasize, in this regard, that this low economic and social status is a major factor in the
continued high rates of infant and maternal morbidity and mortality; the rapid increase of
HIV/AIDS infection among women worldwide; the exposure to practices that are harmful
to women’s health or are dehumanizing including female genital mutilation, sex selection,
early marriage and the commercialization of certain new reproductive technologies; and

the prevalence of sexual abuse, exploitation and violence;

Note with concern the high, and in some cases increasing, rate of pregnancy among
adolescents, in particular in the context of deteriorating economic conditions which have
placed young women at increased risk of exploitation, prostitution, trafficking in women
and children, drug abuse and unsafe sexual encounters and have diminished their already

inadequate access to appropriate reproductive health information and services;

Urge the FWCW, in this regard, to reaffirm and reinforce the goals of and commitments
made at previous United Nations Conferences and embodied in such documents as the
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women, the Nairobi
Forward-Looking Strategies, the Declaration and Programme of Action of the World
Conference on Human Rights, the ICPD Programme of Action, and the Declaration and
Programme of Action of the World Summiit for Social Development;

Reaffirm our strong commitment to the ICPD Programme of Action, in particular to issues
relating to the eradication of poverty; the political, economic and social empowerment of
women; the elimination of all forms of violence against women; reproductive and sexual
health and rights including information and services to adolescents, and the need to deal
with the health impact of unsafe abortion as a major public health concern and to reduce

the recourse to abortion through expanded and improved family planning services;

Emphasize the need to change the attitudes and practices of both men and women

concerning their roles in and contributions to society and urge men and women to work in



19.

20.

partnership to empower women and to bring about gender equality and equity in all
spheres of economic, cultural, political and social life;

Emphasize further the need for women themselves to respect, value and give full support
to other women to enable them to realize their full potential and to maximize their choices

with respect to their various roles in society;

Recognize, in this regard, the important role of the media in eliminating stereotypes in all
types of communication that reinforce existing inequalities between males and females and

undermine girls’ self-esteem.

Call to Action

Given our unique role in civil society as legislators and representatives of the people, we call on

parliamentarians everywhere to:

21

22.

23.

30

Urge Governments to honour the commitments made at previous international and
regional conferences and to allocate the resources pledged under the respective action
plans and programmes;

Urge Governments to integrate gender perspectives into their development strategies,
policies and programmes; to include equality and equity as basic rights in national and
regional constitutions; to enact national legislation to ensure such integration, especially in
population and development activities, and assure that, by the year 2005, women constitute
at least 50 per cent of the membership of all governmental bodies, including elected and
appointed positions at international, national and local levels; and to establish or strengthen

mechanisms to monitor and evaluate progress in these areas;

Enact legislation to enable Governments to formulate and implement policies and
programmes to improve the legal, health, social and economic status and rights of women
and to promote the equal involvement of men in reproductive health, child-rearing and

household responsibilities;
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Encourage Governments to provide comprehensive health education in the curricula of
primary and secondary schools with the aim of improving the overall health status of

women and girls and promoting responsible partnership;

Appeal to Governments that have not done so to sign the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, to have their parliaments ratify the

Convention and to monitor its implementation;

Urge Governments to develop policies and laws that better support the family, contribute
to its stability and take into account its plurality of forms, particularly the growing number

of single-parent households and households headed by women;

Further urge Governments to recognize gender-based persecution as a category of
refugee status and to take appropriate steps to avoid all forms of discrimination against
migrants, refugees and displaced persons, particularly women and children, and to protect

them from abuse or denial of their human rights;

Ensure that there is effective dialogue and collaboration among Governments, NGOs, civil
society and the private sector in the development and implementation of strategies

designed to improve women’s status and bring about gender equality and equity;

Be advocates for women’s empowerment and gender equality and oversee the
implementation of the goals and recommendations of the ICPD and FWCW, paying
particular attention to the need to mobilize the resources required to translate the goals

and recommendations into reality;

Appeal to Governments to support the views of the women of the world to vigorously
oppose the dumping of nuclear waste and the testing of nuclear weapons, especially in the
Pacific where people are imposed upon and powerless to prevent the resumption of

nuclear testing;

Urge the donor community to strive to fulfill the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of their gross
national product for overall official development assistance and to earmark 50 per cent of
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the share of this for women and gender-related activities as well as for population activities,

and to monitor the use of these resources;

Urge also interested developed and developing country partners, on a mutual basis, to
allocate, on average, 20 per cent of official development assistance and 20 per cent of the
national budget to basic social programmes, especially by reducing military expenditures;

Urge Governments to maintain or increase funding levels for women and gender-related
programmes, especially during periods of budget reductions and under structural

adjustment and economic recovery programmes;

Urge international financial institutions to ensure that structural adjustment and economic
recovery programmes are sensitive and address to social and gender-related issues and

needs;

Generate public support among constituents for the mobilization and allocation of
adequate domestic resources to support policies and programmes that will advance
gender equality, promote social development and address pertinent population issues with

special attention to rural and peri-urban communities.

‘We hereby commit ourselves to translate into political action the recommendations set forth in
this Declaration and to ensure that the achievements of the ICPD are reaffirmed both during
our participation at the Fourth World Conference on Women and in our national legislatures.
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MANILA RESOLUTION
ON
WOMEN, GENDER, POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Preamble

We, Parliamentarians of Asia, concerned with Population and Development met in Manila to
devise a strategy to achieve a brighter future for the family of Asian nations, the world

community as a whole, and our Mother Earth.

Aware of the international trends flowing from the International Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD, 1994), the World Summit for Social Development (WSSD, 1995) and the
Fourth World Conference on Women (FWCW, 1995) we have gathered for three successive
years (in Beijing, Tokyo, and Manila) to deliberate on the theme “Women in the 21st Century
— A Strategy for Peace and Prosperity.”

Based on our conviction that women'’s full involvement is crucial to the solution of population
issues which threaten the quality of life for millions of people across Asia as well as the natural
environment, we make the following set of recommendations to our parliamentary colleagues
and our respective governments believing that such recommendations will lead to greater
empowerment of women in all spheres of life, thereby enabling them to be more effective
partners in the family and community, more able to realize their full potential in life, and more
articulate in identifying and working with others to fulfill their unmet needs.

Notwithstanding the vastness of our region, our rich cultural, religious, political, and economic
diversity, the wide variation in our development experience and stages of development, we act

together in proposing the following:

Introduction

We affirm that without full and equitable partnership of women and men, it will be impossible

35



to solve population issues and attain social development and sustainable economic
development in harmony with the global environment. Achieving such partnership requires
empowerment of women in all spheres of life — economic, social and political — by improving
access to education and economic opportunities for girls and women across Asia. This will
help improve Womeﬁ’s status, expand their choices, as well as increasing their opportunities

and ability to determine their own lives.

‘We recognize that population, sustainable economic growth, social development, security and
peace are interdependent and mutually reinforcing, as are our efforts to reduce rapid
population growth, eradicate poverty, protect the environment, create jobs and reduce
unemployment.

We believe that the family is the basic unit of society and note with concern signs that its
survival as a human institution is threatened. Inequities of power, gender, and income act on
each other and all members of the family causing stress, tensions, even violence in the family
setting. We therefore advocate strongly for efforts to improve gender equality as well as the
effectiveness of population and other development programmes which are essential for survival
of the family.

Recognizing the inter-relationship of poverty, rapid population growth, high infant, child and
maternal mortality rates, we also urge countries of the region to accelerate the achievement of
the targets set in Cairo.

Reductions in population growth rate and efforts to achieve environmentally sustainable
patterns of development will fail without respect for human rights.

We also call attention to the fact that these goals will be unattainable without peace and justice.
Women and children, always the foremost victims of war and civil strife, will continue to suffer
disproportionately from social instability and continuing poverty.  Therefore, we urge
increased effort to achieve peaceful resolution of conflict and disputes throughout the region

regardless of origin.
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1. Women and Health

Universal access to appropriate reproductive health services including relevant education
regarding sexual health and rights is a prerequisite for improving the living conditions of
individuals, including adolescents, and the family as a whole.

‘We point with alarm to the high — and, in some cases, increasing — rates of pregnancy among
adolescent girls through the Asian region, as evidence of the need to provide adolescents with
full information, education, and services related to their reproductive rights and sexual
behavior.

Furthermore, we express concern at women'’s continuing recourse to unsafe abortions which
are detrimental to their health and welfare and which reflect the deficiencies of existing family

planning services.

We hereby pledge our strong commitment to promote expanded and improved availability and
utilization of gender-sensitive reproductive health and family planning services across the

region.

We urge governments to increase budgetary allocations to women and gender-related
programmes to counterbalance deteriorating economic conditions. These conditions place
young women and children at increased risk of domestic and international trafficking,
exploitation, prostitution, and involvement in substance abuse and illegal drug trade. At the
same time we call on appropriate national and regional bodies to direct serious and immediate
attention to these issues which destroy the fabric of society and thrive on indecision and lack of

political will and community involvement.

We recognize that persistence of women'’s low economic and social status in many parts of the
region is a violation of their human rights and deplore the fact that they are major factors
contributing to the high rates of infant and maternal morbidity and mortality, the exposure of
some girls to harmful and dehumanizing practices such as female genital mutilation, sex
selection and the commercialization and improper use of new reproductive technologies, as
well as sexual abuse, exploitation, violence and the explosive spread of STDs and HIV/AIDS
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infection. We call for urgent and immediate action from the community to the international

level to eliminate all these conditions and practices.

2. Empowering Women in Society and the Economy

Two thirds of the world’s illiterates are women, the majority of whom are in rural Asia. The
education of girls and women is necessary to overcome this pattern for the realization of
women'’s own potential as well as broader social and economic development in the region. The
feminization of poverty — a phenomenon noted for some time — continues in both urban and

rural areas.

‘We call upon our respective governments to work to institute compulsory education for all girls
and boys on the primary and secondary levels and to ensure wide utilization of the
opportunities provided. Furthermore, we urge special attention to achievement of greater
equity between girls and boys in vocational and higher education in order to make them more
employable and economically self-reliant.

In the context of the call for wider educational opportunity we emphasize the need to promote
changes in the attitudes and practices of both women and men regarding their respective roles
in and contributions to society, moving away from traditional gender stereotypes towards
concepts of equality, mutual respect, and harmonious partnership in all spheres of life, in
particular, homemaking, parenting, and general family responsibility.

We also call for the elimination of persistent patterns of gender bias in the recruitment,
compensation and advancement of workers, regardless of whether the employer is

government or private sector.

We urge particular attention to the distinctive and unmet needs of women who are heading

households regardless of the reason.

We emphasize the need for women themselves to respect, value and give full support to other

women to enable them to realize their full potential and to maximize their choices with respect
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to their various roles in society.

We call upon the media to recognize their important role in communicating the new ideas of

gender equity and partnership between women and men.

3. Resources for Population and Gender-Related Issues

We take note of the strong international consensus on the need to mobilize significant domestic
and external financial resources. Furthermore we endorse the estimates of resource
requirements set forth in the ICPD Programme of Action. We accept the responsibility as
elected representatives of the people to ensure translation of public support for Population and
Development into workable programmes with the best feasible distribution of budgetary,
human and administrative resources. Moreover, we urge that additional resources for
Population and Development programmes should be made available by reorienting budgets

wherever possible.

We call upon the donor community to strive to allocate the set target of 0.7 percent of their
gross national product for overall official development assistance, to earmark 50 percent of this
share for women, population, and gender-related activities and to monitor the use of those
resources according to agreed upon mechanisms. We also urge governments to honor their

resource pledges stipulated in various action plans and programmes.

We encourage interested developed and developing country partners to allocate, on a mutual
basis, 20 percent of official development assistance and 20 percent of the national budgets for

basic social programmes. This may be accomplished by reducing military expenditures.

We urge international financial institutions to ensure that structural adjustment and economic
recovery programmes are designed and implemented in a humane manner, conducive to
realization of social justice, the achievement of gender equity, and fulfillment of the needs of

women and their families.

We emphasize the need to generate public support among our constituents for mobilization and
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allocation of adequate domestic resources to support policies and programmes on Population

and Development.

4. The Role of Parliamentarians in Population and Gender-Related Issues

We urge governments to integrate gender perspectives into their development strategies,
policies, and programmes, giving attention to the importance of gender issues in both
objectives and management. We believe this to be particularly important in relation to
legislation on Population and Development.

We recommend and endorse enactment of legislation which will enable governments to
formulate and implement policies and programmes to improve the legal, social, economic and

political status of women and assure them full enjoyment of their rights.

Recognizing that such action will not be easy we offer our support and will endeavor to
promote greater awareness of, positive attitudes towards, and understanding of the complex
inter-relationship between population, environmental conservation and sustainable

development.

In the context of this effort, we commit ourselves to review and reevaluate women'’s
involvement in politics in our respective countries. As representatives of the people and leaders
of political life we accept our responsibility not only to advocate but also to act in our own sphere
to build a more equitable society. In keeping with this, we will work to strengthen women’s

involvement in politics, particularly in decision making positions.

We recognize the need to develop and maintain good working relations with all who are active
in promoting and implementing population, development, and gender-related programmes —
the machinery of government, non-governmental organizations, women and men in the private

sector.

In order to translate the action plans adopted at the major international conferences on the

status of women into national legislation, we urge that appropriate research be carried out and



that there be wide sharing of information and cooperation with technical experts in fields

essential for addressing women’s issues in the Asian region.

In this respect, we have a unique and important role. To fill this role effectively, we must
develop networks among Parliamentarians at the national, regional and inter-regional levels. In
particular, it is important to cultivate closer relations between Asian Forum of Parliamentarians
on Population and Development (AFPPD) and other regional fora of Parliamentarians. Such
networks will enable us not only to deepen our understanding of the interdependence between
issues in society and economy but will also promote and expand cooperation in solving these

issues through exchange of experience.

Based on our conviction that Asia should play a leading role in the solution of the world's
population issues, we, the participants of the 12th Asian Parliamentarians’ Meeting on
Population and Development, make the above resolution to be forwarded to our respective
governments. At the same time we pledge ourselves to work for the realization of this

resolution.
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AFPPD STATEMENT
On
Food Security and Population

Asia is home of approximately sixty per cent of the world’s population, with its diverse cultures
and varied Socio-economic conditions. The Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population
and Development, from their positions as parliamentarians mandated by the peoples to make
responsible judgements for the future, presents the following statement on food security and
population.

PREAMBLE

In this century, humankind has experienced an unprecedented scale of population growth.
While the rate has declined due to considerable efforts, both national and international,
numbers of people in absolute terms continue to increase at an alarming rate leading to large

increases in food consumption and powerful pressures on the global environment.

We must recognize that mother earth, too long taken for granted as having infinite resources,
is indeed a unique and precious planet. No degree of scientific and technological progress will
enable us to live beyond the limits of mother earth. We are indeed part of a single community
destined to share the fate, within the confines of the closed system of our planet. We cannot

escape from this reality and must find ways to ensure our survival in a sustainable manner.

In this century we have overall achieved a high degree of increase in food production due to the
progress of science and technology in general and the Green Revolution in particular. The rate
of food production had exceeded that of the population increase. However, there are going to
be limitations to the availability of new cultivable land. The shortage of fresh water resources
is also a serious concern that worsens every day. Furthermore, due to salt and acidic damage,
over cropping and excessive use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, the soil has often lost its
integrity causing marginal productivity to decline. We are also being reminded that the
maritime resources which in the past seemed infinite are indeed finite resulting in declining
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harvest. The earth, which seemed to have tolerated our misbehaviour in the past, is telling us

of its limits through environmental deterioration.

It is also important to recognize that global projections on resource availability are too often
made by narrow groups of specialists. As a way of ensuring balanced and realistic projects for
the future, all countries should make their own assessments of their carrying capacity. This
should be done by interdisciplinary groups, including scientists from different disciplines and
government officials from different specialized agencies. Parliamentarians have both special
responsibilities and special capacities to bring together and listen to these divergent views.

While global demand and supply projection of food and population give us cause for optimism
in the short term, there is cause for pessimism in the long term. Before this stark reality, we
must now begin our efforts to ensure that we hand over the planet to the future generation in a
responsible manner. We, therefore, offer the following statement with regard to 1) population
growth and food production, 2) food production and environment and 3) community

development.

POPULATION GROWTH AND FOOD PRODUCTION

Despite our commitment and efforts to reduce the rate of population increase, its numbers in
absolute terms continue to increase. This implies a continued growth in the demand for food.
Thus measures to limit population increase as much as possible are essential if humanity is to
continue to survive on the planet. Furthermore, in order to diminish the load and to ensure
sustainable food production we must develop agriculture that is in harmony with the

environment.

As parliamentarians we stand committed to the population cause and by reaffirming the Cairo
Declaration of the International Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and
Development, the Copenhagen Statement of the International Meeting of Parliamentarians on
Population and Social Development and the Tokyo Declaration of the International Meeting of
Parliamentarians on Gender, Population and Development. The vision described at Cairo calls

for substantial increases in resources for primary health care, family planning and reproductive
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health services, and primary education. This is especially critical for women and girls, and for
those living in rural areas who are often left behind in development efforts. We believe it is
important for parliamentarians to encourage the international community and our own

governments to increase resources for these activities.

FOOD PRODUCTION AND ENVIRONMENT

For half a century and more world food output has increased more rapidly than population
growth. Social and technological developments have produced significant green revolutions.
These past successes are important, but they can also give a sense of false food security. Even
with past successes in output, there remain important distribution problems globally, nationally
and within households. In ensuring future increases in food output, we must keep in focus the

need for environmental protection so as to assure that agricultural development is sustainable.

Governments and parliamentarians should examine international agreements including those
with WTO and see how such agreements will affect agricultural production in their countries.
Similarly, the preferential trade agreements made between groups of countries may also impact
agricultural production and price structures. Developed countries may take measures making
it difficult for the excess agricultural production of developing countries to be exported.
Governments would therefore do well to closely examine the impact of international
agreements on agricultural exports to other countries. Before signing
conventions/agreements, the governments should see to it that the conditions imposed by
such agreements do not adversely affect agriculture and the environment in the concerned

countries.

We recognize the important focus on food production at the Summit. Equal emphasis, should
be placed on issues of food access and use, especially amongst the most disadvantaged
communities. The rural and urban poor must have access to sufficient food for sustainable
livelihood. Rural producers of food and forest resources, especially women, must have
ownership of productive assets such as land, credit and appropriate technology. Continued
efforts should be made to increase food production through processes already well known,

such as increased rural credit, small scale irrigation schemes and agricultural experimentation
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and extension services. These are well known and well understood processes, which all too

often are not sufficiently provided to small producers.

In the context of food production, there are many signals that current agricultural processes are
environmentally destructive and thus are not sustainable. Greater effort must be made to

reduce environmental degradation and to develop a more sustainable agriculture.

Environmental limitation varies by economic sector; ie, whether it is agriculture, forestry or
fisheries; manufacturing or services. Agro-forestry-fishery industries are directly impacted by
physical and environmental limitations such as availability of crop land, conditions of soil and
climate. In this regard, unlike other industrial sectors, it is most important that a pattern of
sustainable agriculture is developed taking into full consideration environmental parameters.
On the other hand, properly managed agriculture and forestry production can contribute to the

preservation of the environment.

As parliamentarians, we acknowledge that no activity will ensure our survival once there is a
collapse of the system of primary production - agro-forestry-fisheries. Many of the primary
productive processes we engage in today are environmentally destructive and not sustainable.
Hence, all such processes must be reviewed from the perspective of environmental
preservation and sustainable development so as to build a fair and reasonable economic and

trading system for each sector of production.

We have to ensure food security at the global level by expanding regional and international
cooperation, while encouraging each nation to produce food based on its environmental
conditions and cultural traditions. Equally, we need to find ways to formulate more rational
economic policies that will help build a trading system essential to preserving finite global
environment. Food relief to meet with emergencies, such as earthquakes, famine flood etc are

some examples of such cooperations.
Build a food security system at the regional, inter-regional and global levels based on mutual

cooperation by expanding cooperative relations between food importing and exporting

countries.
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Another area of concern is the need to conduct policy research, for the purpose of building a
tax system that induces protection of the environment, by broadly applying the concept of
carbon tax, to reflect the value and cost of environmental protection in economic activity. By
constructing such a system in which developing countries may benefit , will protect the
environment by earmarking revenues accrued from the levy of carbon tax for environmental

preservation.

We need to ensure sustainable agriculture, by building a cyclical system that balances
economic, social, cultural and technological requirements optimally combining natural and
ecological parameters. That is to say, a symbiotic system must be built that will organically

incorporate humans, living creatures and the environment.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

The rural community, which has played a large role in ensuring food and water resources and
preserving the environment in the process of modernization, is everywhere under stress from
population growth. Accompanying the stress is the population exodus from farming
communities to the city, undermining public safety and causing environmental degradation of

urban communities and the decrease in land for cultivation.

As a result of the population pressure and mobility, the capacity of the farm community to
produce food, manage land and preserve the environment is being eroded. There is an urgent
need for community development in order to curb population growth and realize food

production in harmony with the environment.

Governments should develop appropriate legislative frameworks to provide incentives to local
producers so as to enable communities to organize themselves for their own interests and
benefits. Attention should be paid to such things as independent judiciary and media to
promote the empowerment of local people with particular emphasis on women. No
community development can be realized without integrating women’s human resources and
potential in the development process.
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We recognize that in many societies farmers lack economic and sccial power, and are subject
to forces of the elements as well as decisions made by remote government. While in some
developed societies farmers do exercise considerable power, used often to resist fundamental
change, this is not so in developing countries. Effort must be made to enable all farmers to

exercise meaningful economic social power.

Community development also means the need to promote and ensure reproductive rights by
making available reproductive health services including family planning and sexual health, as
defined in the ICPD Programe of Action, to all rural areas and farm communities.

Development of small and medium towns assists in optimizing population distribution and
building viable communities. Such development may prevent over concentration of population
in large cities and encourage development of farm communities in harmony with the

environment.

Population, sustainable food production, environmental protection and social development are
mutually reinforcing and inter-dependent variables. Success in these areas requires a
comprehensive and interdisciplinary approach which must link specialized agencies of

government and be expeditiously implemented.

We believe that participation of persons at risk in terms of food security and malnutrition is
essential for arriving at problem assessment and appropriate actions. At the World Food
Summit attention should be drawn to successful participatory approaches to improving food
security and population programs. Improving women’s and girls’ education and their social
participation will facilitate improvements in women’s roles in household and community
decision making, including not only reproductive health choices but also improving access to
and use of credit, agricultural technology and nutritional resources.

As stated in the resolutions adopted at parliamentarians’ meetings of the past, peace,
participation, coordination and an interdisciplinary approach are essential to solving these food
security and population problems. Asian parliamentarians offer this statement as testimony to
our commitment for our collective future by reaffirming that the only way to solve these

common challenges lies in working together.
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CANBERRA STATEMENT
On
Food Security, Population and Development

1. We Parliamentarians from 29 countries of the Asia and Pacific region, home to
approximately 60 per cent of the world’s population and a rich cultural, traditional and
religious diversity, attending the Fifth General Conference of the Asian Forum of
Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD) in Canberra, Australia, from
25 to 27 September 1996, present the following statement on food security and
population.1/

PREAMBLE

2. In this century, humankind has experienced an unprecedented scale of population growth.
While the rate of population growth has declined due to considerable efforts, both national
and international, numbers of people in absolute terms continue to increase at an alarming
rate leading to large increases in food consumption and powerful pressures on the global

environment, including the fragile ecosystems of island nations.

3. We must recognize that mother earth, too long taken for granted as having infinite
resources, is indeed a unique and precious planet. No degree of scientific and
technological progress will enable us to live beyond the limits of mother earth. We are part
of a single community, destined to share a common fate, within the confines of the finite
and the closed system of our planet. We cannot escape from this reality and must find ways

to ensure our survival in a sustainable manner.

4. We must also recognize that food security is world security. It has a direct bearing not only
on people’s well-being but also on social stability, regional and world peace. Food security,
therefore, is vitally important to all countries and to the international community as a

whole.

5. In this century, we have overall achieved a high degree of increases in food production due
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to the progress of science and technology in general and to the success of the Green
Revolution in particular. As a result, the rate of food production has exceeded that of the
population increase. However, there are signs that this may be changing. There are going
to be limitations to the availability of new cultivable land, and the shortage of fresh water
resources is a serious concern which appears to be worsening every day. Furthermore,
due to salt and acidic damage, over- cropping and excessive use of chemical fertilizers and
pesticides, the soil has lost its integrity, causing marginal productivity to decline. We are
also being reminded that the maritime resources, which in the past seemed infinite, are
indeed finite, resulting in declining harvest. The earth, which seemed to have tolerated
our misbehaviour in the past, is telling us of its limits through environmental deterioration.

It is also important to recognize that global projections on resource availability are too often
made by narrow groups of specialists. As a way of ensuring balanced and realistic
projections for the future, all countries should make their own assessments of their
carrying capacity. This should be done by interdisciplinary groups, including scientists
from different disciplines and government officials from different specialized agencies.
Parliamentarians have both special responsibilities and special capacities to bring together

and listen to these divergent views.

While projections of global demand and supply of food and population growth give us
cause for optimism in the short term, there is cause for pessimism over the long term.
Before this stark reality, we must begin our efforts now to ensure that we hand over the
planet in a responsible manner to the future generation. We, therefore, offer the following
statement with regard to 1) population growth and food production, 2) food production and

environment and 3) community development.

POPULATION GROWTH AND FOOD PRODUCTION

8.
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Despite our commitment and efforts to reduce the rate of population increase, its numbers
in absolute terms continue to increase. This implies a continued growth in the demand for
food. Thus measures to limit population increase as much as possible are essential if

humanity is to continue to survive on the planet. Furthermore, in order to diminish the



9.

load and to ensure sustainable food production we must develop agriculture that is in

harmony with the environment.

As parliamentarians we stand committed to the population cause by reaffirming: the Cairo
Declaration of the International Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and
Development; the Copenhagen Statement of the International Meeting of Parliamentarians
on Population and Social Development and the Tokyo Declaration of the International
Meeting of Parliamentarians on Gender, Population and Development. The vision
described at Cairo calls for substantial increases in resources for primary health care,
family planning and reproductive health services, and primary education. This is
especially critical for women and girls, and for those living in rural areas, who are often left
behind in development efforts. We believe it is important for parliamentarians to
encourage the international community and their own governments to increase resources

for these activities.

FOOD PRODUCTION AND ENVIRONMENT

10. For more than a half a century, world food output has increased more rapidly than

11.

population growth. Social and technological developments and agricultural policies have
produced significant green revolutions. These past successes are important, but they can
aiso give a false sense of security. Even with past successes in output, there remain
important distribution problems globally, nationally and within communities and
households. In ensuring future increases in food output, we must keep in focus the need

for environmental protection, so as to assure that agricultural development is sustainable.

Governments and parliamentarians should examine international agreements, including
those with the World Trade Organization (WTO), and see how such agreements will affect
agricultural production in their countries. Similarly, preferential trade agreements made
between groups of countries may also negatively affect agricultural production and price
structures. Developed countries may often make it difficult for developing countries to
export their excess agricultural production. Governments would therefore do well to

closely examine the impact of international agreements on agricultural exports. Before
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12.

13.

14.

15.
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signing conventions/ agreements, the governments should see to it that the conditions
imposed by such agreements do not adversely affect agriculture and the environment in

the countries concerned.

We recognize the importance of food production which will be the focus at the World Food
Summit. Equal emphasis should be placed on issues of food access and use, especially
amongst the most disadvantaged communities and individual producers. The rural and
urban poor must have access to sufficient food for sustainable livelihood. Rural producers
of food and forest resources, especially women, must have ownership of productive assets
such as land and have access to credit and appropriate technologies. Continued efforts
should be made to increase food production through processes already well known, such
as increased rural credit, small-scale irrigation schemes and agricultural experimentation
and extension services. These are well known and well understood processes, which all

too often are not sufficiently provided to small producers.

In the context of food production, there are many signals that current agricultural
processes are environmentally destructive and thus are not sustainable. For example, the
world demand for water is increasing twice as fast as population growth, and there is a host
of waterrelated problems that need addressing, including pollution of aquifers by
chemicals, soil erosion in steeplands caused by deforestation and intensive agriculture,
salinisation of irrigated areas, and receding water tables, among many others. Greater
effort must be made, therefore, to reduce environmental degradation, improve ground-

water management, and develop a more sustainable agriculture,

Environmental limitation varies by economic sector, whether it is agriculture, forestry or
fisheries, or manufacturing or services. Agro-forestry-fishery industries are directly
impacted by physical and environmental limitations such as availability of crop land,
conditions of soil, level of water tables and climate. In this regard, unlike other industrial
sectors, it is most important that a pattern of sustainable agriculture is developed taking
into full consideration environmental parameters. On the other hand, properly managed
agriculture and forestry production can contribute to the preservation of the environment.

As Parliamentarians, we acknowledge that no activity will ensure our survival if there were



a collapse of the system of primary production - agro-forestryfisheries. Many of the
primary productive processes we engage in today are environmentally destructive and not
sustainable. Hence, all such processes must be reviewed from the perspective of
environmental preservation and sustainable development so as to build a fair and

reasonable economic and trading system for each section of production.

16. We have to ensure food security at the global level by expanding regional and international
co-operation, while encouraging each nation to produce food based on its environmental
conditions and cultural traditions. Equally, we need to find ways to formulate more rational
economic policies that will help to build a global trading system essential to preserving the

finite global environment and addressing population concerns.

17. Food relief at times of natural and man-made disasters and emergencies requires regional
and global co-operation. In order to build a food security system at the regional, inter-
regional and global levels based on mutual co-operation, it is important to expand
co-operative relations between food importing and exporting countries and to ensure that

food is not used as a form of threat or any means of exploitation.

18. Another area of concern is the need to continue supporting established agricultural
research, particularly adaptive and participatory research, through international and
national institutions, especially in developing countries, which has produced such high
economic and social returns in the past. In addition, it is necessary to promote new forms
of interdisciplinary policy research for the purpose of building a tax system that provides
incentives to protect the environment, taking into account the value and cost of

environmental protection in economic activity.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

19. The rural community, which has played a large role in ensuring food and water resources
and preserving the environment in the process of modernization, is under stress as a result
of population growth. Accompanying the stress is the population exodus from farming

communities to the city, undermining public safety and causing environmental degradation
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of urban communities and a decrease in land for cultivation.

As a result of the population pressure and mobility, the capacity of the farm community to
produce food, manage land and preserve the environment is being eroded. There is an
urgent need for community development to curb population growth and realize food

production in harmony with the environment.

Governments should develop appropriate legislative frameworks to provide incentives to
local producers so as to enable communities to organize themselves for their own interests
and benefits. Attention should be paid to such things as an independent judiciary and
media to promote the empowerment of local people with particular emphasis on women.
No community development can be realized without developing women s human

resources and potential and integrating them fully into the development process.

‘We recognize that in many societies farmers lack economic, political and social power, and
are subject to forces of the elements and decisions by remote governments. While in some
developed societies farmers do exercise considerable power, often to resist fundamental
changes, this is not so in developing countries. Efforts must be made to enable all farmers
to exercise meaningful economic, political and social power, especially through education
and training.

Community development also means the need to promote and ensure reproductive rights
by making available reproductive health services, including family planning and sexual
health, as defined in the Programme of Action of the International Conference on

Population and Development (ICPD), to all rural areas and farm communities.

Development of small and medium towns, with an emphasis on providing such basic
amenities as safe water and electricity, assists in optimising population distribution and
building viable communities. Such development may help to prevent over- concentration
of population in large cities and encourage development of farm communities in harmony

with the environment.

Population, sustainable food production, environmental protection and social development



are mutually reinforcing and inter-dependent variables. Success in these areas requires a
comprehensive and interdisciplinary approach which must link specialized agencies of

government and be expeditiously implemented.

26. People at risk must be involved in identifying appropriate actions to address food insecurity
and malnutrition. The World Food Summit, therefore, should examine cases in which
popular participation has succeeded in improving food security and population
programmes. Improving women s and girls education and enhancing their participation
in all aspects of society and development will facilitate improvements in women s roles in
decision making, concerning not only their reproductive health choices but also their

access to and use of credit, agricultural technology and nutritional resources.

COMMITMENT TO COLLECTIVE ACTION

27. As stated in the resolutions adopted at past meetings of parliamentarians, peace,
participation, co-ordination and an interdisciplinary approach are essential to solving
problems of food security and population. We Parliamentarians from the Asia and Pacific
region offer this statement as testimony to our firm commitment for a collective future, by
reaffirming that the only way to meet these common challenges lies in working together.
We therefore strongly urge the international community to honour the commitments it
made at the recent major international conferences and to translate these commitments
into concrete actions. We further urge the international community to make every effort
to maintain a close working relationship with all agencies and organizations active in the
population and development field, including the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on
Population and Development and its fellow parliamentarian groups.

1/ This statement takes into account the AFPPD Executive Committee Statement on Food
Security and Population adopted in Kuala Lumpur on 2 May 1996 and the Statement of
Parliamentarians on Food Security, Population and Development adopted at the Pacific
Regional Meeting of Parliamentarians in Coral Coast, Fiji, on 14 August 1996.
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GENEVA DECLARATION
ON
FOOD SECURITY, POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

1. We Parliamentarians from 57 countries throughout the world attending the International
Meeting on Food Security, Population and Development in Geneva, Switzerland, on 10-11
November 1996, present the following statement and call to action on food security and
population.

PREAMBLE

2. Food insecurity is multifaceted in nature. Poverty and population growth, distribution and
movement are major causes of food insecurity. Social, political and economic instability and
injustice contribute significantly to it.

3. Lifestyles, dietary habits, income and social organization determine individual levels of
demand for food. Population is a multiplier that fixes total demand. The technologies in
use, the extent to which human activities damage or sustain the environment, and the
amount of waste associated with different levels of consumption determine production

capacity.

4. No degree of scientific and technological progress will enable us to live beyond the limits
of the planet earth. We are all part of a single community, destined to share a common fate,
within the confines of the finite and closed system of our planet. We cannot escape this

reality and must find ways to ensure our survival in a sustainable manner.

5. Food security is global security. It is also individual security which releases the creative
and productive energy of humans. It therefore has a direct bearing not only on people s
well-being but also on social stability, productivity and equality, as well as on national,
regional and world peace. Food security, thus, is vitally important to all people and all

countries at all times and to the international community as a whole.



6. The following points are self-evident:
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poverty must be eradicated to improve sustainable production and access to food;

food is a basic human need, constituting one of the most fundamental of all human rights;

food-security and related social-development programmes should be given the highest

priority on development agendas;

a peaceful, stable and enabling social, economic and political environment is a
fundamental condition for attaining sustainable food security;

political instability and all forms of conflict are major hindrances to the achievement of

food security;

equal access to and distribution of staple food supplies must be ensured, especially for

women and children;

women must have equal access to, and right to ownership of, the means of production of

food supplies;

rural and community development is a prerequisite to sustainable food security;

fair trade is a key element in achieving sustainable food security;

the early stabilization of population is a primary condition for realizing sustainable food

security;

the best prospect for slowing and eventually stabilizing population growth is to put

decision-making power in the hands of women;

an important first step in involving women in decision making is to ensure their



education, reproductive rights and provide them with reproductive health care in all its

aspects;

(m) the deliberate destruction of surplus food must be deplored, and all steps must be taken

to minimize the wastage of food.

7. The keys to effective action are advocacy, dialogue and partnership - advocacy of human
rights and fundamental freedoms and of equality for all; dialogue to ensure that the
interests of all parties are taken into account; and partnership to ensure a truly

participatory process. These are integral components of good governance.

CALL TO ACTION

8. We Parliamentarians, as the crucial link between government and civil society and the
main channel of communication to articulate the people s needs, are determined to act as
catalysts to urge the Executive Branch of our Governments to implement the
commitments set forth in the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the World
Food Summit Plan of Action, both of which will be adopted at the opening session of the
World Food Summit. We therefore call on Parliamentarians everywhere:

(@) To table the Rome Declaration and World Food Summit Plan of Action in their
Parliaments and to bring them to the attention of the public;

(b) To encourage national media to give wide coverage to the commitments agreed at Rome
and to promote awareness of the importance of the underlying causes of food insecurity,
in particular those related to population factors, and of the need for concerted collective

action at the national, regional and international level to address them;

(¢ To promote and protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all people and in

particular of women, children, the poor and the vulnerable;

(d) To promote the full and equal participation of women and men in decision making and
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actions that affect their food security;

(e) To enact legislation providing rural producers of food, especially women, with equal
access to and ownership of productive assets including credit, appropriate technology,

land and water;

(® To promote and ensure reproductive rights by making reproductive health services
available to women and men, including family planning and sexual health services, as
defined in the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and

Development;

(@ To promote universal access to education, especially of women and girls so as to enhance
their participation in all aspects of society and development, and thereby improve women
s roles in decision making, including in the area of reproductive health, and increase

their access to and use of credit, agricultural technology and nutritional resources;

(h) To support policies that provide youth with better access to health care, education and
opportunities and that promote their participation in food security activities;

@ To involve people at risk, especially the extremely poor and members of disadvantaged
groups, such as minorities and the disabled, in identifying appropriate actions to address
food insecurity and malnutrition;

@ To encourage the economic and social development of rural areas as part of national
development policies that seek to address the principal causes of accelerated migration
from rural to urban areas, which has given rise to the largest population shift of all times;

(k) To ensure that water is an integral part of national development planning and encourage
the development of rain-fed agriculture where appropriate;

() To develop legislative frameworks and policies that stimulate agricultural development at
the community level and that provide for increased investment in national capacity

building in food and water security, including rain-water harvesting where appropriate;



extension services; training; and the transfer of environmentally sound agricultural
technology;

(m) To improve ground-water management and address such water-related problems as
pollution of aquifers by chemicals; soil erosion caused by deforestation, desertification

and intensive agriculture; salinisation of irrigated areas; and receding water tables;

(n) To promote the early ratification and implementation of international agreements and
conventions designed to sustain the use and conservation of fisheries resources and of

marine and freshwater biodiversity;

(o) To support established agricultural research, particularly adaptive and participatory
research, especially through national institutions, and promote new forms of
interdisciplinary policy research for the purpose of building a tax system that provides
incentives to protect the environment, taking into account the value and cost of

environmental protection in economic activity;

(@ To review the agricultural, forestry and fishery industries from the perspective of
environmental preservation and sustainable development with a view to building a fair

and reasonable economic and trading system for each section of production;

(@ To encourage the Executive Branch of Governments to formulate more rational
economic policies that will help to build an equitable global trading system essential to

preserving the finite global environment and addressing population concerns;

() To examine international agreements, including those with the World Trade
Organization (WTO), to ensure that the conditions imposed by such agreements do not
violate cultural practices including those around traditional food staples or adversely

affect agricultural production and the environment in the countries concerned;
(s) To encourage the expansion and institutionalization of cooperative relations between

food-importing and food-exporting countries and the assurance that food will not be used

as a form of threat, political and economic pressure or any means of exploitation,
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including sanctions imposed unilaterally;

(® To promote cultural and social solidarity among the people of developed and developing

countries concerning the human cost of food insecurity;

(u) To encourage partnership between developed and developing countries to exchange

experiences as well as ideas and technologies;

() To encourage the international financial institutions to examine and review the impact of

their policies and structural adjustment programmes on food security;

(w) To urge national governments to facilitate coordination among multilateral organizations

working in the area of food security.

DEDICATION

We Parliamentarians commit and dedicate ourselves to the successful implementation
of this Call to Action and to the effective mobilization and/or re-channeling of the
additional resources needed at the national and international levels to meet the
challenges set forth herein. We therefore call on policy and decision makers in all
countries to demonstrate the political will required to give high priority to translating
the commitments set forth in the World Food Summit Plan of Action into concrete
action. We also strongly urge all countries to honour the commitments they made at
the recent major international conferences, in particular the International Conference on
Population and Development and the Fourth World Conference on Women, and to re-
order their national and international priorities to do so, if required.
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The Asian Population and Development Association

Address: 3F" Collins 3 Bldg., 1-5-1 Shinjuku
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