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Foreword

The Asian Population and Development Association conducted
"Survey of Fertility and the level of Living of Village Inhabitants in
Jilin Province, People's Republic of China 1984", a primary population
survey assigned by the Government of Japan. The survey was divided

into two stages.

During the initial stage, the Japanese Research Commission played
a major role to collect basic population data, select survey regions,
visit agricultural villages to be surveyed, and adjust questionnaire

items with the Chinese Government.

During the second stage, the survey by questionnaires was
conducted by members of the Chinese State Family Planning Commission,
the Jilin Provincial Family Planning Commission, and a special group
of experts under the guidance of the commissions mentioned above.

The survey was conducted for two villages with the total sample
households of 1,145. The data collected by the survey are being
tabulated by computer, and a part of tentative results is presented in

this paper. BAnalyses based on these data will be presented in the

report following this one.

In the preparation of this report, invaluable advice was extended
by Dr. Toshio Kuroda, Project Director, Nihon University Population
Research Institute and Dr. Kazumasa Kobayashi, Professor, Nihon
University Population Research Institute. Also, the Japan
Shipbuilding Industry Foundation and United Nations Fund for
Population Activities kindly supported and encouraged this research.
technical advice and cooperation were extended by System
Ltd. To all of the above individuals and organizations,

sincere thanks and appreciation for making this study
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February, 1985

Tatsuo Tanaka

Chairman

Asian Population and
Development Association



a lot to do with the size of each household, and breakdowns by sex,
age, family relationships, and educational levels. Accordingly, we
investigated a series of items related to household structures and
economic conditions of living of each household.

First, the total income (excluding income from side work and
income from own land) of each household was investigated. It is yet
to be confirmed what degree of reliability the replies collected will
have and to what degree they will contribute to our analysis of the
other findings of this survey. But it appears that incomes vary
widely and are not concentrated in a particularly narrow bracket.
This suggests that it will be possible to observe the relationship of
income to other factors.

It should be noted here that since nearly 90% of the combined
total number of households for the two villages are farmers'
households, the findings of our survey based on the combined totals
will undoubtedly describe characteristics of farmers' households. A
household's total income is thought to have something to do with the
number of its members. So it is necessary to investigate first the
relationship between these two factors. Our preliminary observation
suggests that there is a certain correlation between the two. At the
same time, it seems the households in the higher income brackets also
have higher per capita incomes.

One salient characteristic of this survey is the investigation of
the proportion of owning such items as watches, clocks, radios,
bicycles, sewing machines, washing machines, TVs, refrigerators,
automobiles, tractors, etc. We wanted to judge living standards by
the proportion of owning these "modern® everyday goods. The
proportion of owning many of these goods -- particularly clocgs,
radios, sewing machines, TVs and tractors -- shows a relatively high
correlation with the size of annual income. Of the combined total.for
the two villages, the percentage of households owning sewing machines
increases regularly from 12% for households with annual incomes of
less than 500 yuan, to 66% for those with annual incomes of more than
4,000 yuan. The rate of clock ownership shows a similar pa?tern. It
increases regularly from 37% for the households with annual incomes of
less than 500 yuan, to 92% for those with annual incomes of more than
4,000 yuan.

This survey also looked into other physical aspects of ;ural ltie
-- such as houses and waxehouses. As to housing, the higher he
annual income and the larger the number of household members, the

greater the floor space, and number of rooms.

The scale and composition of a household may relate to various
demographic and customs-related factors such as the number .of
children, life expectancies of children and adults, ages at Whl?h
children leave school to go to work, places where they find their



Table 1 Number of households by number of
household members

No. of household No. of households

members
Total 1,145
1 ' 8
2 71
3 321
4 259
5 216'
6 151
.7 58
8 33
9 16
10 8
11 2
12 1
13 -
14 1
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