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1. We Parliamentarians from 57 countries throughout the world attending
the International Meeting on Food Security, Population and Development in
Geneva, Switzerland, on 10—11 November 1996, present the following statement
and call to action on food security and population.

PREAMBLE

2. Food insecurity is multifaceted in nature. Poverty and population growth,
distribution and movement are major causes of food insecurity. Social, political
and economic instability and injustice contribute significantly to it.

3. Lifestyles, dietary habits, income and social organization determine
individual levels of demand for food. Population is a multiplier that fixes total
demand. The technologies in use, the extent to which human activities damage
or sustain the environment, and the amount of waste associated with different
levels of consumption determine production capacity.

4. No degree of scientific and technological progress will enable us to live
beyond the limits of the planet earth. We are all part of a single community,
destined to share a common fate, within the confines of the finite and closed
system of our planet. We cannot escape this reality and must find ways to
ensure our survival in a sustainable manner.

5. Food security is global security. It is also individual security which
releases the creative and productive energy of humans. It therefore has a direct
bearing not only on people’s well—being but also on sccial stability, productivity
and equality, as well as on national, regional and world peace. Food security,
thus, is vitally important to all people and all countries at all times and to the
international community as a whole.
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6. The following points are self—evident:

(a) poverty must be eradicated to improve sustainable production and access
to food;

(b)food is a basic human need, constituting one of the most fundamental of
all human rights;

(c)food~security and related social—development programmes should be
given the highest priority on development agendas;

(d) a peaceful, stable and enabling social, economic and political environment
is a fundamental condition for attaining sustainable food security;

(e) political instability and all forms of conflict are major hindrances to the
achievement of food security;

(f)equal access to and distribution of staple food supplies must be ensured,
especially for women and children;

(8 women must have equal access to, and right to ownership of, the means
of production of food supplies;

(h)rural and community development is a prerequisite to sustainable food
security;

(i} fair trade is a key element in achieving sustainable food security;

(j)the early stabilization of population is a primary condition for realizing
sustainable food security;

(k) the best prospect for slowing and eventually stabilizing population growth
is to put decision—making power in the hands of women;

(1) an important first step in involving women in decision making is to ensure
their education, reproductive rights and provide them with reproductive health
care in all its aspects;
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(m the deliberate destruction of surplus food must be deplored, and all steps
must be taken to minimize the wastage of food.

7. The keys to effective action are advecacy, dialogue and partnership —
advocacy of human rights and fundamental freedoms and of equality for all;
dialogue to ensure that the interests of all parties are taken into account; and
partnership to ensure a truly participatory process. These are integral
components of good governance.

CALL TO ACTION

8. We Parliamentarians, as the crucial link between government and civil
society and the main channel of communication to articulate the people’s needs,
are determined to act as catalysts to urge the Executive Branch of our Governments
to implement the commitments set forth in the Rome Declaration on World
Food Security and the World Food Summit Plan of Action, both of which will be
adopted at the opening session of the World Food Summit. We therefore call on
Parliamentarians everywhere:

(a) To table the Rome Declaration and World Food Summit Plan of Action in
their Parliaments and to bring them to the attention of the public;

(b) To encourage national media to give wide coverage to the commitments
agreed at Rome and to promote awareness of the importance of the underlying
causes of food insecurity, in particular those related to population factors, and
of the need for concerted collective action at the national, regional and
international level to address them;

(¢) To promote and protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of
all people and in particular of women, children, the poor and the vulnerable;

(d) To promote the full and equal participation of women and men in decision
making and actions that affect their food security;
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(e) To enact legislation providing rural producers of food, especially women,
with equal access to and ownership of productive assets including credit,
appropriate technology, land and water;

() To promote and ensure reproductive rights by making reproductive health
services available to women and men, including family planning and sexual
health services, as defined in the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development;

(8) To promete universal access to education, especially of women and girls
so as to enhance their participation in all aspects of society and development,
and thereby improve women s roles in decision making, including in the area of
reproductive health, and increase their access to and use of credit, agricultural
technology and nutritional resources;

(h) To support policies that provide youth with better access to health care,
education and opportunities and that promote their participation in food security
activities;

(i) To involve people at risk, especially the extremely poor and members of
disadvantaged groups, such as minorities and the disabled, in identifying
appropriate actions to address food insecurity and malnutrition;

(i) To encourage the economic and social development of rural areas as part
of national development policies that seek to address the principal causes of
accelerated migration from rural to urban areas, which has given rise to the
largest population shift of all times;

(k) To ensure that water is an integral part of national development planning
and encourage the development of rain—fed agriculture where appropriate;

(1) To develop legislative frameworks and policies that stimulate agricultural
development at the community level and that provide for increased investment in
national capacity building in food and water security, including rain—water
harvesting where appropriate; extension services; training; and the transfer of
environmentally sound agricultural technology;
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(M To improve ground—water management and address such water—related
problems as pollution of aquifers by chemicals; soil erosion caused by
deforestation, desertification and intensive agriculture; salinisation of irrigated
areas; and receding water tables;

(n} To promote the early ratification and implementation of international
agreements and conventions designed to sustain the use and conservation of
fisheries resources and of marine and freshwater biodiversity;

(0) To support established agricultural reséarch, particularly adaptive and
participatory research, especially through national institutions, and promote
new forms of interdisciplinary policy research for the purpose of building a tax
system that provides incentives to protect the environment, taking into account
the value and cost of environmental protection in economic activity;

(P)To review the agricultural, forestry and fishery industries from the
perspective of environmental preservation and sustainable development with a
view to building a fair and reasonable economic and trading system for each
section of production;

(@ To encourage the Executive Branch of Governments to formulate more
rational economic policies that will help to build an equitable global trading
system essential to preserving the finite global environment and addressing
population concerns;

(r)To examine international agreements, including those with the World
Trade Organization (WTO), to ensure that the conditions imposed by such
agreements do not violate cultural practices including those around traditional
food staples or adversely affect agricultural production and the environment in
the countries concerned;

(s)To encourage the expansion and institutionalization of cooperative
relations between food—importing and food—exporting countries and the
assurance that food will not be used as a form of threat, political and economic
pressure or any means of exploitation, including sanctions imposed unilaterally;
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(t) To promote cultural and social solidarity among the people of developed
and developing countries concerning the human cost of food insecurity;

(u) To encourage partnership between developed and developing countries to
exchange experiences as well as ideas and technologies;

(v)To encourage the international financial institutions to examine and
review the impact of their policies and structural adjustment programmes on
food security;

W) To urge national governments to facilitate coordination among
multilateral organizations working in the area of food security.

DEDICATION

We Parliamentarians commit and dedicate ourselves to the successful
implementation of this Call to Action and to the effective mobilization and/or re
—channeling of the additional resources needed at the national and international
levels to meet the challenges set forth herein. We therefore call on policy and
decision makers in all countries to demonstrate the political will required to give
high priority to translating the commitments set forth in the World Food
Summit Plan of Action into concrete action. We also strongly urge all countries
to honour the commitments they made at the recent major international
conferences, in particular the International Conference on Population and
Development and the Fourth World Conference on Women, and to re—order their
national and international priorities to do so, if required.
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We, the Heads of State and Government, or our representatives, gathered at the
World Food Summit at the invitation of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, reaffirm the right of everyone to have access to safe and
nutritious food, consistent with the right to adequate food and the fundamental
right of everyone to be free from hunger.

We pledge our political will and our common and national commitment to
achieving food security for'all and to an ongoing effort to eradicate hunger in all
countries, with an immediate view to reducing the number of undernourished
people to half their present level no later than 2015.

We consider it intolerable that more than 800 million people throughout the
world, and particularly in developing countries, do not have enough food to meet
their basic nutritional needs. This situation is unacceptable. Food supplies have
increased substantially, but constraints on access to food and continuing
inadequacy of household and national incomes to purchase food, instability of
supply and demand, as well as natural and man—-made disasters, prevent basic
food needs from being fulfilled. The problems of hunger and food insecurity
have global dimensions and are likely to persist, and even increase dramatically
in some regions, unless urgent, determined and concerted action is taken, given

the anticipated increase in the world’s population and the stress on natural
resources.

We reaffirm that a peaceful, stable and enabling political, social and economic
environment is the essential foundation which will enable States to give adequate
priority to food security and poverty eradication. Democracy, promotion and
protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to
development, and the full and equal participation of men and women are
essential for achieving sustainable food security for all.
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Poverty is a major cause of food insecurity and sustainable progress in poverty
eradication is critical to improve access to food. Conflict, terrorism, corruption
and environmental degradation also contribute significantly to food insecurity.
Increased food production, including staple food, must be undertaken. This
should happen within the framework of sustainable management of natural
resources, elimination of unsustainable patterns of consumption and production,
particularly in industrialized countries, and early stabilization of the world
population. We acknowledge the fundamental contribution to food security by
women, particularly in rural areas of developing countries, and the need to
ensure equality between men and women. Revitalization of rural areas must
also be a priority to enhance social stability and help redress the excessive rate
of rural—urban migration confronting many countries.

We emphasize the urgency of taking action now to fulfil our responsibility to
achieve food security for present and future generations. Attaining food security
is a complex task for which the primary responsibility rests with individual
governments. They have to develop an enabling environment and have policies
that ensure peace, as well as social, political and economic stability and equity
and gender equality. We express our deep concern over the persistence of hunger
which, on such a scale, constitutes a threat both to national societies and,
through a variety of ways, to the stability of the international community itself.
Within the global framework, governments should also cooperate actively with
one another and with United Nations organizations, financial institutions, inter
—governmental and non—governmental organizations, and public and private
sectors, on programmes directed toward the achievement of food security for all.

Food should not be used as an instrument for political and economic pressure.
We reaffirm the importance of international cooperation and solidarity as well
as the necessity of refraining from unilateral measures not in accordance with
the international law and the Charter of the United Nations and that endanger
food security.

We recognize the need to adopt policies conducive to investment in human
resource development, research and infrastructure for achieving food security.
We must encourage generation of employment and incomes, and promote
equitable access to productive and financial resources. We agree that trade is a
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key element in achieving food security. We agree to pursue food trade and overall

trade policies that will encourage our producers and consumers to utilize
available resources in an economically sound and sustainable manner. We
recognise the importance for food security of sustainable agriculture, fisheries,
forestry and rural development in low as well as high potential areas. We
acknowledge the fundamental role of farmers, fishers, foresters, indigenous
people and their communities, and all other people involved in the food sector,
and of their organizations, supporied by effective research and extension, in
attaining food security. Qur sustainable development policies will promote full
participation and empowerment of people, especially women, an equitable
distribution of income, access to health care and education, and opportunities for
youth. Particular attention should be given to those who cannot produce or
procure enough food for an adequate diet, including those affected by war, civil
strife, natural disaster or climate related ecological changes. We are conscious
of the need for urgent action to combat pests, drought, and natural resource
degradation including desertification, overfishing and erosion of biological
diversity.

We are determined to make efforts to mobilize, and optimize the allocation and
utilisation of, technical and financial resources from all sources, including
external debt relief for developing countries, to reinforce national actions to
implement sustainable food security policies.

Convinced that the multifaceted character of food security necessitates concerted
national action, and effective international efforts to supplement and reinforce
national action, we make the following commitments:

* We will ensure an enabling political, social, and economic environment
designed to create the best conditions for the eradication of poverty and for
durable peace, based on full and equal participation of women and men,
which is most conducive to achieving sustainable food security for all ;

* We will implement policies aimed at eradicating poverty and inequality and
improving physical and economic access by all, at all times, to sufficient,
nutritionally adequate and safe food and its effective utilization;

* We will pursue participatory and sustainable food, agriculture, fisheries,
forestry and rural development policies and practices in high and low

45



Eh FIEORUHELIT BEN D 72ICRER, BB ORISR, B
# mE¥E MERUCEBRBREELITHZERT 5

CIe il AR, BEMEERULSBRHESHENS. AENOTBERANAHEROES
UZFLAELT. HROAHRLRBOREICETAZEEERTELIBNT
%,

ki3, BRUKERVANLEEBRRERILE LRTFINSITHA, $/c—KEINhD
RanaiEE Iy LT, B, HR, MRRUSRO=—X &G TRNZRT &
SBHETHETELHIENT 5,

<okl AIER. HHETTHEL AR - BE - AERUKE Y X T LARUVBNFERZE
E4 375, AEHOEVHEIRREWIKIc W, ANRCREZEDOREIE
S LFRERET 5,

cFexld. BBRELEHHLOD. HOWAEUNMTBOTIHHRERY I v MTBEE
Z2ETL, BRL, RU7+0-7 v 7%iT 36

11 Forid, HRAEMY Iy MTHHEEETTEIEEXBL. 2OLDITHTLC

EEEET 5,
1996411 H 130, m—<il

46



MRapy 3y M o-v88

potential areas, which are essential to adequate and reliable food supplies at
the household, national, regional and global levels, and combat pests,
drought and desertification, considering the multifunctional character of
agriculture;

We will strive to ensure that food, agricultural trade and overall trade policies
are conducive to fostering food security for all through a fair and market—
oriented world trade system;

We will endeavour to prevent and be prepared for natural disasters and man
—made emergencies and to meet transitory and emergency food require-
ments in ways that encourage recovery, rehabilitation, development and a
capacity to satisfy future needs;

+ We will promote optimal allocation and use of public and private investments

to foster human resources, sustainable food, agriculture, fisheries and
forestry systems, and rural development, in high and low potential areas;
We will implement, monitor, and follow—up this Plan of Action at all levels
in cooperation with the international community.

We pledge our actions and support to implement the World Food Summit Plan
of Action.
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2 EB R 123,916 8.018 40, 253 8, 682 33,571 |14.7| 8| 6.2|16]20.3| 8
43 fEF & 143,171 7.7 21 40, 453 6,738 33,715 11.9| 18| 5.0|25|18.4|17
M4 K5 E 105, 950 86|13 31,616 5, 409 26,207 [ 13.8( 16| 5.9 17(19.1]14
45 = i B 100, 222 8.5(15 31.626 5,148 26,478 | 15.5| S| 6.4|15]|21.5] 5
46 EIREE 190,441 | 10.6| 3 76,009 11,729 64,280 [ 21.5| 1| 85| 3129.7] 1
47 M ] 88,413 6.9|28 20,914 4,433 16,481 [ 14.1| 14| 7.8| 5| 17.9]| 18
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#3 Eip (B, BRAIAD (FRETH)

FREL 5 S wE B S
R 125. 570, 246 | 61,574,308 | _ 63, 095, 848

0~4%% 5, 095, 254 3,070, 015 2,952, 230 | | 50~54k 8,621,018 4, 421,787 4, 500, 131
0 1.191,578 608, 216 582, 362 50 1,529, 346 759, 251 770, 095
1 1,201, 008 814, 989 586, 010 51 1. 870, 153 927, 303 942, 760
2 1. 185, 263 608, 889 578, 874 52 1.817. 414 900, 511 616, 503
3 1, 208, 065 619, 403 588, 572 53 1,874,378 928, 788 945, 590
4 1,209, 340 819, 428 580, 812 54 1, 830, 627 905, 844 924, 783
5~05% 6,540, 671 3,340, 827 3,190, 844 | [ 55~508% 7,953, 480 3, 806, 621 4, 046, 859
5 1,231,252 620, 016 601, 336 55 1. 672,579 825,214 847, 365
8 1,269, 637 840, 746 610, 888 56 1. 460, 512 719. 936 740, 576
7 1,811,187 872, 871 838, 816 57 1,569, 575 769, 577 708, 908
8 1,349, 820 690, 873 658, 956 58 1,618,969 793, 802 825, 167
9 1,378, 766 708, 918 671, 848 59 1,631, 845 798, 092 833, 753
10~148% 7,477, 805 3, 826, 968 3, 650, 837 | | 60~642% 7,475, 100 3,611,048 3. 863, 161
10 1, 439, 250 736, 103 703, 147 60 1,566, 573 762, 856 803, 717
11 1. 490, 285 762, 492 727,793 61 1,495, 647 795, 277 770, 370
12 1,506, 868 770, 688 736. 180 62 1,505, 440 726, 730 778,710
13 1,511,715 778,727 737, 988 63 1,475, 258 710,919 764, 339
14 1,529, 687 783, 958 745, 729 64 1.432, 191 686, 166 748, 025
15~108% 8,557, 958 4, 385, 775 4,172,183 | | 65~60% 6, 396, 078 2, 998, 706 3,397, 372
15 1, 600, 305 820, 866 770, 439 85 1, 361, 069 648, 860 712, 208
16 1,642, 394 843, 556 708, 838 66 1,327, 237 628, 847 698, 390
17 1,708, 325 875, 464 832, 861 67 1,281,247 603, 318 677,929
18 1,756, 325 808, 934 857, 391 68 1.233, 700 573, 453 660, 247
19 1, 850, 609 948, 955 903, 654 69 1,192, 825 544, 228 648, 507
20~248% 9, 895, 001 5,041, 228 4,853, 773 | [To~7aik 4, 605. 167 1,041,558 2,753, 600
20 1,918,874 981, 845 937, 520 70 1,113,008 408, 562 617, 346
21 2, 009, 782 1,027, 784 981, 998 71 099, 235 430, 627 568, 608
22 2,085, 857 1,086, 176 999, 681 72 922, 317 371,287 551, 080
23 1,089, 775 1,011,051 977, 824 73 861,976 336, 686 525, 200
24 1,940,718 983, 972 956, 741 74 797,731 306, 446 491, 285
252088 8,788, 141 4,452,125 4,336,016 | | 75~798% 3, 289, 067 1,260,411 2,028, 656
25 1. 883, 050 855, 370 927, 680 75 812, 072 312,171 499, 801
26 1. 852, 166 037, 672 014, 494 6 638, 206 247, 321 300, 885
27 1,815, 863 920, 132 895, 731 7 640,113 245,812 304, 301
28 1,816, 136 920, 151 895, 985 78 609, 719 2383, 068 a76, 651
29 1,420,926 718, 800 702, 126 79 588, 057 220, 039 366,018
30~34 8% 8, 126, 455 4,113, 840 4,012, 606 | [ 80~84% 2, 300, 765 824, 492 1,476, 273
30 1. 760, 060 801, 348 868, 712 80 542, 108 202, 470 330, 728
31 1,647, 947 834, 566 813, 381 81 515, 141 188, 880 326, 261
32 1.612, 204 816, 403 795, 891 82 461, 374 164, 889 296, 485
33 1.568, 101 790, 825 772. 276 83 418, 209 145, 548 273, 661
34 1,543, 053 780, 707 762, 346 84 362, 843 122, 705 240, 138
35~ 308K 7,822, 221 3, 045, 800 3.876,412 | | 85~892% 1, 136, 823 361, 057 774, 866
35 1,560, 494 788, 702 771, 792 85 310, 262 105, 942 218, 320
36 1.591, 400 803, 470 787, 930 86 272, 306 87,086 184, 320
37 1,552, 685 782, 578 770, 107 87 225, 279 71,002 154, 187
38 1,516,785 764, 634 752, 151 88 187, 097 57, 334 129, 763
30 1, 600, 857 808, 425 704, 482 89 132, 879 30, 603 03, 276
10~448% 9, 0086, 072 4,527, 352 4,478, 720 | [ 00~042%, 367, 802 100, 219 267, 583
10 1, 662, 095 838, 188 823, 007 90 113, 845 32, 436 81, 400
41 1, 666, 822 839, 141 827, 681 o1 88, 487 24,720 63, 767
42 1.781.163 804, 581 886, 632 92 71, 980 19, 437 52, 523
43 1, 887, 063 046, 093 940, 070 93 54, 030 13,843 40,187
44 2, 008, 929 1,008, 499 1,000, 430 94 39, 480 9,783 29, 697
45~408% | 10, 618, 366 5, 328, 335 5, 200, 031 | | 05~—008% 68, 944 15, 705 53, 230
45 2, 168, 695 1,088, 256 1. 080, 439 95 26, 361 6, 171 20, 190
46 2,391, 128 1,'200, 806 1,190, 322 96 17. 496 4,032 13, 464
47 2,371, 371 1,189,535 1,181,836 97 12,536 2,820 8,716
48 2, 265, 024 1,138,015 1. 127, 009 08 7,742 1.708 6,036
49 1,422, 148 711,723 710, 425 99 4, 809 976 3,833
100881 E 6. 176 1.205 4,971
EI AR 130. 073 88, 506 42, 467
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