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In front of Nakayama Tunnel in former Yamakoshi Village, Niigata Prefecture, Japan, 2006

The year 2004-2005 witnessed a number of large-scale natural
disasters in many parts of the world. In 2006, APDA invited
parliamentarians from seven Asian countries that had suffered
from natural disasters, especially the tsunami in the Indian
Ocean Tsunami in 2004, to participate in a conference and a
study tour on disaster management and community capacity
building. Japanese community-based organizations have been
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playing an important role in working on disaster management and
reconstruction; supporting women's empowerment; and promoting
social and economic development. Nakayama Tunnel, Japan's
longest hand-hewn passageway, represents a good example of the
community self-help spirit, as the villagers worked for 16 years to
construct the 922-meter tunnel to keep open a winter passage
from their isolated village to neighboring villages.
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